Bernice Perrins Eskelson
June 9, 2009 - June 9, 2009

Bernice P. Eskelson, of Smithfield, Utah, passed away June 8, 2009 at Rocky Mountain
Care Center in Clearfield, Utah after a series of lingering illnesses. She was born April 18,
1921 in Ogden, Utah to Thomas & Cora Warner Perrins. She attended Ogden High
School, Brigham Young University and Utah State University, receiving both a bachelor?s
and master?s degree in elementary education. She taught in the Cache County School
District for many years, eventually retiring from Summit Elementary School in Smithfield,
at age 76. At the end of her career, she actually had students in some of her third grade
classes who were grandchildren of her first students from her teaching career. Her great
loves in life were music and her family. She was a piano teacher for many years starting
many on their path in music. She served in a variety of capacities in the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, principally in the music field. She served as ward and stake
organist until her health forced her to ?retire? after serving in those capacities for over
forty years. Starting a young person on a path of a lifetime of music enjoyment was one of
the highlights of her life. Her interests included music, reading and programs directed
toward elementary education. She enjoyed the beauty of the outdoors, and often
participated in outdoor activities with her family, although truthfully, probably more out of
love for them and a desire to be with them, than a love of sleeping in a tent in the rain.
She was preceded in death by both her parents, her husband, Ross W. Eskelson, her
youngest son, Mark P. Eskelson and all six of her brothers and sisters. She is survived by
her children: Scott Ronda Eskelson of Idaho Falls, Idaho; Doreen John Solum of Layton,
Utah; and Lynn Margene Eskelson of Preston, Idaho; sixteen grandchildren and twenty-six
great grandchildren. Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Friday, June 12, 2009 at
the Smithfield 17th Ward chapel, 300 South 350 East, with Bishop Roger Hansen
conducting. The family will visit with friends Thursday evening, June 11, 2009 from 6 to 8
p.m. at Nelson Funeral Home, 85 South Main, Smithfield and Friday morning from 9:30 to
10:30 a.m. at the church prior to services. Interment will be in Smithfield City Cemetery.
Condolences may be extended to the family online at www.nelsonfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

Bernice started out as one of my patients, but quickly became a true friend! I helped
take care of Bernice's diabetes when she lived at Mountain Ridge Assisted Living in
Ogden. She was such a fun, spunky lady, that always would make me laugh! I loved
hearing stories about when she was young, when she was a school and piano
teacher, and about her kids and grandkids. She loved them all very much! She also
had many stories to tell about Ross. She was so proud of him and his
accomplishments, and loved him with all her heart!! I can just hear her saying either
"my stars, or hells bells". She will always hold a very special place in my heart.
Donna Reynolds

Donna Reynolds - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

When I was in the third grade I was not in her class, but our class joined hers for a
music lesson. I was taking piano lessons at the time and she remarked about my
musical ability. I saw her from time to time and everytime she remembered me and
made feel important. Later she taught some classes on playing the organ and made
it clear that no matter whether you had formal training or not you could be a great
organist. She holds a very special place in my heart. Her love of music, of people,
and her generous spirit will forever be with me. May your family be blessed with
peace at this time.

Shon Hansen - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Eskelson Family, Your mother was a Saint. She taught our children, welcomed us as
neighbors, helped us worship with her gift of music, and set a wonderful example of
faithfulness to our savior. We wish we could be there with you to share
remembrances of her wonderful life. Our sympathy and love to you all. Rory &
Michelle Weaver

Rory & Michelle Weaver - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I am sorry I was unable to attend the viewing or the services for Bernice. I visited with
her just before Mother's Day at Rocky Mountain. We had a good visit. I will miss
talking with her at Rocky Mountain and Mountain Ridge when I played the piano for
their programs.

Terry L. Hellstrom - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

To Scott, Doreen, Lynn, and their families: I would like to express the condolences of
me and my family in the death of your mother and grandmother. We lived across the
street between Hansen's and Wilcock's for several years and appreciated and loved
your parents, Bernice and Ross. They never seemed to age or lose their zest for life,
always giving of themselves and never judgemental. They were good neighbors and
friends. I'm sure she will be missed but happy to be with Ross eternally. Our love,
prayers, and sympathy to you all from Joyce Sickler Rampton and the Sickler family.

Joyce Sickler Rampton - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I am sorry for the loss of your beautiful mother. Mrs. Eskelson taught me piano for
several years. I remember riding my bike to her house up hill and playing on her
beautiful black grand piano. She was an amazing, classy lady.

Trudy Jorgensen Wilson - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Bernice holds a special place in my heart for the many roles she played in my life. I
have such wonderful memories of the family and of Doreen and Lynn putting up with
me as their friend's little sister. I was privileged to have Mrs. Eskelson as my 3rd
grade teacher. I smile when I think of her unique and quaint sayings and always think
of her when I see the first landing on the moon -- something we watched together at
Summit. I am lucky to have had her for a piano teacher and try to pass on her love of
music to the 45 students that I teach each week. She had a profound influence on
my life and I am lucky to call her both teacher and friend. Scott, Doreen and Lynn,
you were her pride and joy. Her face would light up as she shared with me your latest
experiences. May peace be with you at this time. Ranae Johnson Wyatt

Ranae Wyatt - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

On behalf of the Rocky Mtn Care Center, LDS Branch Presidency, we extend our
sincere sympathy to the family of Sister Eskelson. She enjoyed the visiting teachers
and looked forward to taking the sacrament. Her family was truly loved and brought a
smile to her face. May the cherished memories bring you peace and comfort.

Valerie & Richard Millis - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Scott, I am sorry to hear of your loss. I know there is nothing I can say to make this
easier, but know you are in my thoughts.

Scott Wilkinson - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Family, My thoughts and prayers are with you. Your mother was a wonderful
person and a great teacher. She has touched many lives for the good. May our
Father in Heaven's spirit be with you.

Jill Cannell Speth - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

