Erma Ruth Maughan Mitchell
March 31, 1918 - September 22, 2011

Erma Ruth Maughan Mitchell
3-31-1918 – 9-22-2011 Our mother, grandmother and great grandmother left her mortal
existence Thursday evening. Mother was born on Easter Sunday, March 31, 1918 in
Logan, Utah, to Eldora Johnson and Howard John Maughan. At that time the Johnson and
Maughan families were living in Daniel, Wyoming. At 18 months of age she accompanied
her family to New Zealand where her father had accepted a position at the Church
College. When she was three, the family returned to the United States, stopping in Tahiti.
The family settled in Preston, Idaho. She met Dad, Edgar Bentley Mitchell, Jr. at USAC.
Dad had served his first mission in Tahiti, and it became an important part of their bonding.
They were married in the Logan Temple, May 27, 1936. They moved to the family farm in
Hansel Valley. During these years, Edgar, Eleanor and Martha were born. In late 1944
Dad and Mom accepted a call to serve as Mission President in Tahiti. He left immediately
but the family had to wait for future sailings. They were reunited in Papeete in 1945.
Margaret was born there. Suzanne and David were born after their release and return to
Logan. Tahiti continued to be part of the family's life. Dad accepted further assignments for
the church. He outfitted and sailed a yacht to Tahiti for use by the mission. He translated
the Doctrine and Covenants and the Temple ordinances into Tahitian. Mother assisted and
supported him in this work. After Dad's death, following a plane crash in December 1959,
Mother continued to manage the Mitchell Motel until its sale. After the sale, she moved to
Salt Lake City. Mother exhibited courage and faith throughout the remainder of her life.
She accepted a call to accompany the first group of Tahitian saints as they traveled to the
New Zealand Temple. She served her own mission to the Tahitian Temple at the time of its
dedication. After her release, she served in the Salt Lake Temple. Late in life she met and
married Bert Hales Cowlishaw. They moved to Orangeville, Utah. After his death she
returned to Salt Lake City. She was preceded in death by Dad, a son Edgar, her parents,
brothers Roy Howard and Reed Maughan; sisters Helen Walker, Nola Parry and Dora
Chidester; brother and sister-in-law Edward P. And Kathryn Cliff. She is survived by a
daughter-in-law Anita Mitchell; daughters Eleanor T. Michael Bishop, Martha Gene
McDaniel; Margaret; Suzanne Brent Romig and son David. Also surviving are 17
grandchildren 41 great grandchildren; a brother D. Gordon Maughan; brothers-in-law Jack

Parry and John Chidester, nieces, nephews, cousins and Tahitian missionaries. A funeral
for family and friends will be held in Logan, Utah at the Nelson Funeral Home on
Thursday, September 29 at 1p.m. Burial will be next to Dad in the Logan Cemetery.
Condolences may be sent to the family at www.nelsonfuneralhome.com. Donations and
remembrances can be directed to the Perpetual Education or the Missionary Programs of
the LDS Church.

Comments

“

My uncle, Ted J. Stanford, worked for your Erma and Bentley Mitchell in the summer
of 1942. We recently came into possession of a letter which he wrote and speaks
very highly of them therein. Sadly, Uncle Ted did not survive World War II. Please email me if any of the family would like a copy of the letter.

David Staples - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to all my dear cousins and their descendants. Aunt Ruth was the
best of women. My whole childhood revolved around when we would next go to
Logan to see Grandma and visit with you. I remember fondly many picnics up Logan
Canyon, nights at Mitchell Motel and the great fun we had playing together. I will miss
Aunt Ruth but rejoice in her returning to Grandma and Grandpa and Uncle Bentley.
It's grand to be in a family where our knowledge of and faith in God's Plan of
Happiness gives us such comfort and confidence. I love you all and both grieve and
celebrate her life with you.

David Parry - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We were very sorry to hear of the death of Sister Mitchell. We became acquainted
with her later in her life through our mutual interests and mutual experiences in Tahiti.
We also lived and served in Tahiti both at the Mormon School and later presiding
over the mission and writing the History of the LDS Church there. Sister Mitchell's
contributions to the growth of the Church in French Polynesia, along with those of her
husband, have had eternal consequences and will long be remembered. We send
our best wishes and our condolences to her children and posterity. Aroha, Yves and
Kathleen Perrin

Kathleen C. Perrin - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

The family of Kenneth R. "Setefano" and Iona B. Stevens express our sincere
condolence to the Mitchell family at the passing of your mother and grandmother.
Our father served a mission in Tahiti from 1920-23 and returned as President 193840 with Iona & three daughters, Catherine, Marva & Vera. A son, Kenneth Jr., was
born in Tahiti. Having these Tahitian mission experiences in common made the
Stevens and Mitchells good friends in Logan. We salute your parents for the loving
service they both gave to the dear people in Tahiti and for their examplary lives. May
you be comforted at this time.

Vera Stevens Winkel - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I first met Ruth when she came to Castle Dale for the International SUP Annual
Encampment in 1992. After she married Bert they decided to move out of the City
SLCand enjoy country living. They found a place in Orangeville only two miles from
our home, where they could build a house. My husband, Montell, and I were some of
their very dearest friends---as they had known us through SUP even before they
were married. We enjoyed their friendship very much. They were a sweet couple.
And Bert was a hard worker, building that beautiful home almost single-handedly,
and at his age! We enjoyed many happy visits and outings with them. We admired
their work-ethic, their treasures from other parts of the world, their book collection,
and their devotion to the Church. We attended Bert's funeral and burial in SL a few
years back. Since then I've become a widow 3 years ago and still kept in touch a little
bit with Ruth. Very recently, in the past year, Mark Bishop built a new home in Castle
Dale for my youngest daughter, Janell and her husband Kyle Beagley. They are very
pleased with their home and were surprised to learn that Mark's grandma had lived in
our area in the past. I knew Ruth had a strong heritage in the Church and that she
was a world-traveler. She is a dear friend of mine. I enjoyed reading the obituary;
thank-you to its writer!

Kathryn Seely - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

From Tahiti, we wish to present our condoleances and just express our gratitude for
the great work that Sister and Brother Mitchell has done in our country. They've
sacrificed their lives in coming to my country and help my people to find the truth,
and work for eternal life. That is the greatest blessing ever that one person may
have. A big "maururu rahi roa" to them, and especialy to Erma.

Gilbert T. TUNUTU - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I have so many memories of summer days spent with Ruth and family. They were a
large part of my growing up years. Spending time with Martha, working in the
laundry, making beds, and just having such a good time. I am so sorry I will not be
able to be with you during this time. My love and best wishes to all of you. Cousin
Catherine Johnson Solomon

Catherine Johnson Solomon - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

To Erma's Family: As the days and weeks pass, and as you return to life's routine,
may you continue to feel comforted by the love and support of family and friends.
Please accept my sincere condolences for your loss. Please find comfort in the
following Bible verse, John 11: 11 where Jesus said: ..?Lazarus our friend has gone
to rest, but I am journeying there to awaken him from sleep.? Please also find
comfort in knowing that our Almighty Heavenly Father holds out the hope of the
resurrection and the ability to see our loved ones again.

D. Anderson - December 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

