Eva Fay Israelsen Anderson
July 8, 1926 - April 15, 2016

Eva Fay Israelsen Anderson died of complications related to pulmonary fibrosis Friday,
April 15, 2016, in her home surrounded by family. She was 89.
She was born July 8, 1926, in Hyrum, Utah, the sixth of 11 children of Eva May Butler and
Victor E. Israelsen.
Eva Fay grew up working on her family’s dairy farm. She loved the scent of freshly-cut
hay, riding horses, gathering eggs, driving the tractor and feeding lambs with a bottle. She
hated thinning sugar beets. She attended elementary schools in Hyrum and North Logan
and graduated from South Cache High School. She studied child development at Utah
State Agricultural College.
She married Nathan Hale Anderson on July 10, 1946, in the Logan LDS Temple. They
lived in Cornish, Lewiston and North Logan, Utah, and had six children. They were also
foster parents to two children.
She valued her education and spoke often of the importance of lifelong learning. She
returned to Utah State University as a mature-age student, where she learned to speak
Spanish. She travelled to Venezuela to visit friends and practice her language skills. She
joined the international student hosting program at Utah State University and provided a
home to students from 47 countries while they studied. She worked as a bookseller at
Deseret Book in the Cache Valley mall during the Christmas season for many years.
She had an intellectual and spiritual curiosity, which she instilled in her children. She
enjoyed studying LDS church history and hosted a Sunday evening family gathering at her
cabin to discuss history and doctrine.
She served a full-time LDS mission with Nathan in the family history library in Salt Lake
City, where they worked on digitizing the 1881 British Census.

She enjoyed music, a good story, parades – especially the Fourth of July Parade in
Lewiston, watermelon, the Utah Jazz, books, sewing, knitting, crocheting, cross-stitching,
quilting, Aggie ice cream and red Jell-O topped with whipped cream.
But her real loves were her family, her friends, her church and her homes. She lived in 10
houses and spoke of each one as her dream home, especially her log home in an alfalfa
field in North Logan, which she called her “little house on the prairie.”
In addition to being a loving mother, Eva Fay adored her grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. A cross-stitch she hung on her wall read, “Grandchildren are God’s reward
for getting old.” In her words, they were her “precious jewels.” She hosted sleepovers and
scone parties for her grandchildren and their friends. She was the first person to call them
on their birthdays. She taught them how to knit, make chocolate pudding from scratch and
bake bread. She read books with them and attended their concerts and sporting events.
She was their Cyber Grammy, an early adopter of computer technology so she could stay
in close touch with them on Facebook and by email.
She is survived by her six children: Gary N. Anderson (Sheryl); Vicky Fay Johnson (Don);
Kevin Anderson (Pat); Wendy Western (Bob); Travis Anderson (Heidi); and Lori Watts
(Mike); her two sisters Wanda Allen and Wanee Welch; two of her brothers Glen Israelsen
and Dee Israelsen; 28 grandchildren and 48.5 great grandchildren. She is preceded in
death by her husband and six brothers.
Funeral services will be held Saturday, April 23, 2016, at 12 pm at the LDS chapel at 2750
North 800 East in North Logan, UT, 84341. Viewings will be held Friday, April 22, from 6-8
pm, at the Nelson Funeral Home, 162 East 400 North in Logan, UT and from 10 am to
11:30 am on Saturday at the church. Interment will be at her beloved North Logan
Memorial Park & Cemetery.
Her family wishes to thank all of her dear friends around the world who have enriched her
life.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made in the name of Eva Fay Israelsen
Anderson for scholarships in connection with the Arrington Chair of Mormon History and
Culture at Utah State University.
Condolences and memories may be shared online at http://www.nelsonfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Carie Toone lit a candle in memory of Eva Fay Israelsen Anderson

carie toone - April 23, 2016 at 10:53 PM

“

Sorry we can't make it up for the funeral. You are in our thoughts and prayers. I'll try
to call the cousins in the next few days.
Vaughn and Marilyn Butler

Vaughn & Marilyn Butler - April 22, 2016 at 03:37 PM

“

Dear Vicky and family of Eva Fay,
May God bless and comfort you in your time of sorrow at the passing of your dear
mother. She sounds like a truly amazing woman and a wonderful person, and she
passed those exemplary qualities on to each of you. What an outstanding family she
raised!
Sending you our love and heartfelt sympathy,
Richard and Pauline Edgley

Paulline Edgley - April 21, 2016 at 04:18 PM

“

Dear Anderson Family,
Anita and I were saddened to learn of Eva Fay's passing. Inevitable, that this event
will visit each of us in the course of our lives. Sad when it comes. However, it is, after
all, a glorious step in our eternity. I would like to say a few words to you and your
family. I assume you have gathered together at this very important time, just as you
did when Nathan passed. That there are being taught lessons of life and of the
eternities, memories are being shared, many tears are welling up in eyes with
accompanying lumps in throats. All a sign of love. It is wonderful that you are near
each other to support one another and accept the great responsibility and privilege of
caring for her.
Years back, the day came that she, a miracle of miracles, entered into her mortality
and with her came great joy and happiness for her mom and dad and for so many
others. And thus, it has been. She has proven herself over the years as a wonderful
daughter, a great sister, a true and faithful wife, a super mom, a loving grand and
great-grandmother, friend and neighbor. She has a great work ethic, intellect,
charisma and charm. Grace and dignity are her’s to claim. A stalwart in keeping the
faith and progressing its cause. She has been an icon, a wonderful mentor and
example of perseverance to so many. But, most of all, she must be happy for the
person she has become. She is the epitome of the Celestial Woman. She was,
indeed, an Angel amongst us!
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Our memories have become vivid as we
think back and remember you, and especially our good friend, Eva Fay. Bless you all!
With humble respect, Spencer & Anita Cranney . . . . . . . . . North Las Vegas, NV

Spencer A. Cranney - April 19, 2016 at 11:48 PM

