J'Wayne McArthur
October 31, 1935 - July 27, 2019

J’Wayne McArthur, or the man commonly known as Mac, passed from this mortal life on
July 27th. He was 83 years old and had used all the strength his body had to offer in
fighting against Parkinson’s Disease. He came into this world on a Halloween evening in
1935 to the proud parents, John Wayne and Ruby McArthur. He was very spoiled and well
cared for as he was an only child.
As a child his days were spent in Utah, Idaho and Wyoming. Due to the economy of the
time his parents often relocated for work. This gave him many opportunities to explore the
world around him. A couple of summers were spent living out of tents in Yellowstone Park
while his father worked on the construction crew building the roads.
As he began his education most of his days were spent in the Idaho Falls area. Most of
his days at school were spent daydreaming. He had one passion that overtook him as a
child, the horse and the western lifestyle. He was hooked at the introduction to his first
horse, Buttons. The only things that kept him in high school were boxing, track and the
annual beard growing contest.
After graduating high school, he enlisted in the US Army. He returned two years later, as a
veteran of the Korean War. Soon after returning he and Jolene Jones were married and,
on their way, to starting a life together. They had four children Terri, Kelly, Sandie and
Shawn. The days of raising a family were spent in Kaysville and the Cache Valley.
He was a student at Utah State University. This is where he put his cowboy daydreaming
and new-found desire for education together. After earning a master’s degree in Ag
Science and working for the federal government for a few years, he returned to USU with
a proposal. In 1969 he proposed to the university to start a western equitation program.
The proposal was accepted, and the race was on. His passion for this new program
consumed most of his life.
When he was not sharing his knowledge with his students or caring for his horses, he was
often found writing one of his many books or poems. Many hours were also spent on hand
crafting leather items and working the twisted wood of Island Park into the furniture he
loved.
In retirement he spent his seasons split between Star Valley, Wyoming and St George,
Utah. In his retirement days he found joy in playing pool, cards, making new friends and

helping those in need.
He is survived by his four children: Terri (Jay) Pitcher Smithfield, UT; Kelly (Scott) Kozak
Highlands Ranch, CO; Sandie Simmons (Brad) Bills North Logan, UT; Shawn (Jill)
McArthur Wellsville, UT; 12 grandchildren and 19 great grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by his wife Jolene.
Graveside services will be held on Thursday August 1st, 2019 at 10:30 am in the
Smithfield Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the
J’Wayne McArthur Family Scholarship Endowment at USU www.usu.edu/mcarthur. As a
family we would like to thank all who cared for him in his last days. A great thanks is
extended to CNS for the hospice care that was given. To Erin and Lacy, your kindness and
compassion will never be forgotten. Condolences may be sent to the family at
www.nelsonfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

Sorry to hear of your Dad’s passing. We were lucky enough to be his next door
neighbor in StGeorge from 2010. He was a wonderful neighbor a wonderful friend
and an even better man. HUGS from his Canadian friends. Gord& Marlene

Gord Newsted - August 05, 2019 at 10:47 AM

“

Christine R. purchased a sympathy card for the family of J'Wayne McArthur.

Christine R. - August 01, 2019 at 08:58 AM

“

Jean E. purchased the Plants-A-Plenty for the family of J'Wayne McArthur.

Jean E. - July 31, 2019 at 02:56 PM

“

Mac was a good friend to me and my family for 27 years. I learned a lot from him
about riding and horses. I will always be grateful to him for hiring me as one of his
teaching assistants. It helped me overcome the fear of public speaking. We had a lot
of fun times over the years riding horses, cross-country skiing and just visiting. My
boys liked to visit Mac and check out all his western art and cowboy "stuff". I am glad
he is finally reunited with his loved ones and I am sure he is riding his beloved horse,
Leo, somewhere out on the range. His legacy will live on through all the students he
taught over the years. We will miss you. Happy Trails, Mac.
Jenni, Josh, Ian and Emmett Hatch

Jenni - July 31, 2019 at 01:31 PM

“

J'Wayne McArthur did horses and the community such a huge favor by teaching 'us
green horn' horse lovers all about horse care, safety, and riding. I'm grateful he's now
joined his beloved wife. but condolences to those left behind. Many happy trails to
you, 'Mac”.

Janice B. - July 30, 2019 at 08:29 PM

