JR Allred
May 8, 1928 - April 16, 2018

J R Allred 89, died Monday, April 16, 2018 at Kaysville, Utah.
He was born May 8, 1928, at home on the family farm at Ballard, Uintah County, a son of
Vern Henry and Mabel Cloward Allred.
He attended elementary school and junior high in Uintah County before the family moved
to Ogden. J R was active in sports and theater and served as student body president at
Ogden High School, where he graduated in 1946. He also graduated from Weber College
and received a bachelor of arts degree at the University of Utah in 1950. Later, he
received a master of science degree at Colorado State University and did additional
graduate work at Utah State University.
He met his wife Theresa in Ogden and they were married on December 27, 1950, in the
Logan LDS Temple. They were blessed with four stalwart sons.
J R began working at newspapers while still a high school student, writing some sports for
the Ogden Standard-Examiner and then writing news and sports for the Salt Lake Tribune
for about five years. Nearly all of his professional career was related to writing. He worked
part-time for the Anchorage (Alaska) Times while he was in the U. S. Army there. He was
a contributor of publicity materials to many newspapers and other media during a 40-year
career in university public relations. He also did some newspaper and magazine
freelancing along the way, and particularly after retirement when he wrote numerous travel
articles.
With a degree in secondary education, he signed a contract to teach in the Ogden City
Schools, but that experience was cut short after only a few weeks when he was drafted for
the Korean War in October 1950. He served as an officer at Fort Carson, Colorado, and in
Anchorage, Alaska where Theresa joined him after their marriage.
Soon after returning from the Army he took a job at Colorado State University. Many of
their lifelong friends were made in the five years they lived in Fort Collins. In 1958 J R
began an association with Utah State University that continued more than 35 years. The
family lived for a time in Logan, and then moved to their treasured home in Hyde Park.
While at USU, he was the public-address announcer at football and basketball games for
many years. He loved Aggie ice cream and was known for buying and sharing large
containers of it with family and friends.

J R was a faithful and committed member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, serving in various callings including Bishop, member of the General Aaronic
Priesthood Committee, and temple officiator in the Logan Temple.
As Theresa experienced failing health prior to her death in 2012, J R was a kind and
attentive caregiver. His dedicated service to her in the difficult last years of her life was a
powerful example of a devoted husband.
In J R’s final years, he was loved and served by wonderful neighbors and friends in the
Hyde Park and surrounding Cache Valley area. He and his family will always remember
the generous kindness so many showed him.
J R inspired his family and others to be kind, honorable, educated, and forgiving. He did
so not through words, but through living a life of unfaltering integrity, generosity, and
humility.
J R is survived by his four sons, Mark J Allred (Karen) of Centerville; Kirk H Allred (Leslie)
of North Ogden; Alan Scott Allred (Challi) of Payson, and J Brian Allred (Wanda
(deceased) and Cynthia) of Kaysville; by 21 grandchildren and 46 great-grandchildren;
and his sister-in-law Ardith Allred. He was preceded in death by his wife Theresa, his
parents, his brothers and sisters-in-law Dee and Zola Allred, Jack Allred, Glen and Helen
Allred, sister and brother-in-law, Lola and Reed Sessions, and daughter in-law Wanda
Williamson
A viewing will be held on Friday, April 20 from 6-8 pm at Nelson Funeral Home (162 E 400
N Logan). Funeral services will be held at the Hyde Park 2nd Ward Chapel (535 E 200 S)
on Saturday, April 21 at 1 pm with a viewing prior from 11:30-12:30. Interment will follow at
the Hyde Park Cemetery.

Comments

“

To Mr. J.R. Allred's family: It's important to me that I tell you that Mr. Allred made a
major difference in my life. He supported my application to be hired at Utah State
University as the Sports Information Director. I'll always be
indebted to him for his trust in me to fill that position. In addition, I learned that he is
one of the most sincere men I've ever met. He is a solid example of integrity and
caring about others. Yes, his support of me has blessed my family for the past 49
years. I love and respect Mr. Allred. I know his absence will be difficult for the Allred
family but we will all celebrate his exemplary life. May peace be with each of you.
With highest regards,
Ken and Becky Mitchell
Logan

Ken Mitchell - April 20, 2018 at 12:14 PM

“

JR has been a special friend for a long time. The picture in the paper warmed my heart. I
visited with him when his wife was in the care home. He is a devoted, faithful and so kind
and loving husband. When I would call on his wife's death date - he was always gracious
and grateful . .
JR is a lasting friend and his wonderful picture in the paper warmed my heart. He is a great
man - accomplished so much and always reached out to help where he could to help
others.
We love him and miss him. Nanette & Joseph Nelson
.
Nanette Nelson - April 24, 2018 at 11:32 AM

