Maxine Anne Harwood Clayson
December 12, 1930 - April 1, 2016

Maxine Anne Harwood Clayson, 85, passed away peacefully on April 1, 2016. She was
born on December 12, 1930 in Smithfield, Utah to Oscar William Harwood (born in
Shipdham, England) and Anna Nielsen (born in Hjorthede, Denmark).
She was very proud of her ancestry and particularly passed down to her family a love of
Denmark, her Danish relatives, and the culture, food and traditions of that country. She
loved to travel, and some of her most treasured memories were her trips to Europe,
especially to visit the lands of her parents.
She attended North Cache High School in Richmond, Utah where she met Reed Lamar
Clayson of Cornish, Utah. They were later married in the Salt Lake City Temple when both
were attending Utah State University. The family lived all over the country starting in El
Paso, Texas; then Manhattan Beach, California; Anaheim, California; Falls Church,
Virginia; Colorado Springs, Colorado; and then, finally, Arvada, Colorado.
Maxine was very active with her friends, family civic, and Church activities throughout her
life. She ran political campaigns for Republican candidates in California and Colorado.
She supervised elections and was the head of the Orange County Women's Republican
Organization. While in Colorado, she worked as a volunteer for LDS Social Services
assisting unwed mothers as well as serving in the Denver Temple. She was active in book
clubs and study groups. She also served volunteer missions for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints serving Hmong and Spanish-speaking branches. She spent her
life being active in Church, being a friend to all whom she met, and championing
underdogs.
Maxine is survived by her husband, the love of her life, and her four children: Mark
Harwood of Gardena, California; Valerie Anne of Cody, Wyoming (Jay Winzenried); David
Reed of Las Vegas, Nevada (Suzanne Baird); and Carol Anne of Scituate, Massachusetts
(Tristan Johnson); twelve grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren. She was preceded
in death by her parents, her brother Don William Harwood, and her sister Doris Harwood

Hartvigsen.
She will be remembered with a viewing and funeral on Saturday, April 9, 2016 at the
Nelson Funeral Home, 162 East 400 North, Logan, UT 84321. Viewing 11:30-12:30,
funeral 1:00 p.m., followed by interment in the Smithfield Cemetery, 300 E & Center St.
See http://www.nelsonfuneralhome.com/ for arrangements and condolences. In lieu of
flowers, the family would appreciate donations for a memorial bench to be placed at the
Davis Lane park where there are so many happy family memories at
http://seaflux.org/maxine-harwood-clayson-memorial-page.
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Visitation

11:30AM - 12:30PM

Nelson Funeral Home - Logan
162 East 400 North, Logan, UT, US, 84321

APR
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Service

01:00PM

Nelson Funeral Home - Logan
162 East 400 North, Logan, UT, US, 84321

Comments

“

Our heartfelt love and condolences go you you, Uncle Reed, and cousins, Mark,
Valerie, David and Carol from Phil and Ann Hartvigsen and Family.
We have many fond memories of Aunt Maxine, mostly of her chatting with a great
story to tell! Uncle Reed and Aunt Maxine always seemed to work as a team and
enjoy each other. I remember them walking hand-in-hand most of the time. They
were eager to hear about our life and our children. They sincerely loved and cared
for us! They raised such a wonderful, kind family and we are truly grateful to be
related to such great folks! We love you all!
My favorite story of Aunt Maxine happened about ten years ago. Uncle Reed and
Aunt Maxine were always good to send us Christmas cards, so we were especially
impressed to receive their card just a few days past Thanksgiving. We thought that
they were quite the trailblazers in getting their cards out so early that year! With
closer inspection of the envelope, it had been postmarked a complete year ago, and
had been floating around the country for an entire year! Of course, we had a hilarious
talk on the phone when we called them in Colorado to tell them what had happened.
I don't know of anyone who would enjoy a quirky story with a twist more than Aunt
Maxine...and she would have planned something like that, if it were possible! Love to
all! Ann and Phil

Philip W Hartvigsen - April 09, 2016 at 10:25 AM

“

To my Uncle Reed, and cousins Valerie, Mark, David and Carol Anne:
I will surely miss my Aunt Maxine, but know that she is now in a better place, free of
the ills and pains and trials of this earthly existence. I draw comfort in the knowledge
that this will be but a temporary separation, that we will once again come together in
the glorious life in the heavens. I am sure she has earned her reward, and has
anxiously begun the next part of her eternal journey. I am so very glad that I had a
chance to visit with my Aunt Maxine and Uncle Reed last summer, and was able to
share memories with them at that time. Thanks for being such a wonderful, loving
family, and the best relatives one could ask for. I wish you all the very best at this
moment in time. My thoughts and prayers will be with you, and may peace be with
you, until we meet again. With Love, Cousin Myron

Myron Checketts - April 08, 2016 at 07:32 PM

“

Lavender & White Mixed Half Casket Cover was purchased for the family of Maxine
Anne Harwood Clayson.

April 07, 2016 at 09:50 PM

“

Here is a Facebook post of mine with some favorite photos of my sporty mother.
https://www.facebook.com/mark.clayson.98/posts/1173194992691128?pnref=story

Mark Clayson - April 07, 2016 at 05:07 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Valerie - April 07, 2016 at 03:51 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Mark Clayson - April 07, 2016 at 10:40 AM

“

Vince and Mary Bradshaw purchased the Healing Tears - All White for the family of
Maxine Anne Harwood Clayson.

Vince and Mary Bradshaw - April 07, 2016 at 09:43 AM

“

I have so many fun memories of Maxine from the day I first remember her when she
came to my home with a few other volunteers to discuss making items for a church
bazaar, to our car trip from Anaheim to Utah with about six each of our little kids in
1962, to staying with them in CO, and to visiting them when they moved to Orem,
then Cedar Hills. There was the day in Anaheim we were on the phone four hours-yes, four--I'm not sure who was consoling whom. She was the best friend I ever had.
I miss her greatly and send my deepest sympathy to you, Reed, Valerie, and all the
family. Love, Jean

Jean - April 07, 2016 at 09:36 AM

“

The first few lines of your dear mother's obituary reminded me of the time that you
Valerie, Jay and your family lived in the windmill house in Shipdham. I remember you
saying that your ancestors came from there. I hadn't appreciated or more like had
forgotten that it was your grandfather. I would like to have met your mother. You look
like her and I suspect carry many of her traits. May you feel the peace that the gospel
brings of the glorious resurrection day and the fact that we can be reunited. Love to
you all.
Gerald and Christine Barber from England

Christine Barber - April 06, 2016 at 11:47 PM

“

We want to thank Maxine for all the letters she through many years sent to our father
Martin - for all the memories and stories she shared with him - and for keeping in
touch with him when he no longer was able to write letters to her and her lovely
family. We want to thank Maxine and Reed for all the days they spent and travelled
together with our father on her trips to America - for inviting him to their home and for
their great hospitality and kindness. My father was very grateful for all the love and
greatness he found in the company with the Clayson familiy. Maxine was a very
fascinating and warm person showing a lovely care and attention to her cousin and
relatives here in Denmark with lots of letters and warm greetings from the very
bottom of her heart - and our father saved this huge pile of letters from Maxine and
the Clayson family very carefully. We also want to thank Maxine (after the death of
our father) for her persistent insisting letters where she invites us (Martins daughters
and danish relatives) to get in touch with the next generation in her own familiy - her
adult children Mark, David, Valerie and Carol. We are so grateful for what the visits
and contact with Maxine and her relatives meant to our father - and we are so
grateful that Maxine ensured that the Clayson family in USA and the Jensen family in
Denmark is still in touch.
Warm and sincerely grateful thoughts and greetings from all the relatives in
Denmark. Especially from Martins sister Ella - her son Jan and wife Joan. And from
Martins 5 daughters Lise, Kirsten, Karen, Mette og Dorte.

Dorte Marie Jensen - April 06, 2016 at 02:18 PM

