William E. Fox Jr.
November 16, 1937 - October 8, 2019

William E. Fox, Jr passed away on October 8, 2019 of Lewy Body Dementia and the
complications of pneumonia at North Hyde Park, Utah. He was born on November 16,
1937 in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania to William E. Fox, Sr and Mildred Naomi Heller. Bill was
married to Marilyn Janice Craft at Montrose, Pennsylvania on October 10, 1959. He is
survived by his wife and six children— William E Fox, III, Susan Lyn (Kenneth Cooper),
Amy Elizabeth (Spencer Johnson), David Adrian Bush, Sr. (Mary Gill), Lisa Naomi
(Jermey Lyles) and Michael Craft, Sr. (Mindy Sutton). Bill is the grandfather of 24 and
great grandfather of 16.
He was an insurance broker for 50 years in the Washington, DC area retiring in 2015 to
North Logan, Utah. He was a convert to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
and sealed to his eternal companion in the Salt Lake Temple in 1965. He served in the
church as a faithful home teacher, Bishop, Counselor in the Silver Spring Maryland Stake
Presidency, Mission President in the Australia Brisbane Mission, and Counselor in the
Washington DC Temple Presidency. He served others all his life and was loved by many.
He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.
Funeral services will be held at the Green Canyon Ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, 2540 North 400 East, North Logan, Utah 84341 at noon on Saturday,
October 19, 2019. Visitation with the family will be from 10:00 – 11:30 am before the
funeral and the burial will follow at the Providence Cemetery. The family suggests in lieu of
flowers that donations can be made to LDS Philanthropies.
The family expresses deep gratitude to the Intermountain Hospice Team and the staff of
Autumn Care Living Facility at Hyde Park for their compassion and care.
Condolences and memories may be shared with the family online at
www.nelsonfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

When Dennis passed away, Bill was so loving to our family. Popsicle treats and
prayers. Thank you Marilyn for sharing him with us. We love you and the family. Such
beautiful, tender memories will be eternally ours.

Linda Navarro - October 22 at 12:55 PM

“

President and Sister Fox were the first people to greet me when I entered the temple
as a new temple missionary in 2011. They glowed with love and power; it made a
deep impression upon me. May God love and peace abide with all his family. He is a
wonderful, wonderful man. Gladys Farmer Fetzer

GLADYS Fetzer - October 22 at 10:14 AM

“

Dear Sister Fox, it is with loving memories that I send my condolences to you and
your family. I dearly loved serving with President Fox and you in the Washington
Temple. You both were so very kind and loving. Such great examples and council.
You have left a lasting impression for good. May the Lord continue to bless you until
we all meet again. Edwina Voelcker

Edwina Voelcker - October 22 at 08:33 AM

“

Dear Sister Fox, We send our love and deepest sympathy to you as you mourn your
temporary separation from your dear husband. He was such a wonderful mentor to
us, as were you, as you served in the Washington DC Temple Presidency. Thank you
for your wonderful leadership, love, and examples. May our Heavenly Father comfort
you and your family as you await the time when you will enjoy that sweetest of
reunions with your husband. Much love, Tom and Joyce Doody

Joyce Doody - October 22 at 02:21 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Brother Fox's passing and send condolences to Marilyn
and other family members.

Lydia Mathews - October 20 at 02:04 PM

“

From: Ken and Carol Goodman and family purchased the Dish Garden with Fresh
Cut Flowers for the family of William E. Fox Jr..

From: Ken and Carol Goodman and family - October 18 at 07:16 PM

“

Marilyn,
I was so very sorry to read about Bill. I first got to know Bill when we were both
playing basketball under Si Bernosky in Montrose. I know he was a great guy
because he didn’t spend many years in Montrose yet he left with the prettiest girl in
town. What a life you and Bill lead and all those individuals you influenced.
John Carney

JOHN CARNEY - October 18 at 06:56 PM

“

Condolences to Sister Fox and the family. Thank you Fox family for sharing both
President and Sister Fox to us for 3 years as they served as our Mission parents. We
felt the love they have for each other and no doubt you and your family. Sister Fox
thank you for being such a great example. I would love seeing President Fox light up
when you would share your love for him. God bless.

Inoke Tuhukava - October 18 at 05:15 PM

“

To my precious family,
Oh how I am praying for all of you! Uncle Bill was the best! He was such a great
example of following Jesus with all of his heart! I will forever remember the time he
was at our house one morning before we went off to school and he gathered our
family around our coffee table for a time of prayer before we headed out the door!
That was so precious and it meant a lot! That was over 40 years ago! Uncle Bill was
so kind, gentle and loving to all! He truly had the heart of Jesus! I will miss you on
this side of Heaven!

In the words of Aunt Marilyn... Love you heaps!!!
Debbie (Fox) Cairns
Debbie Cairns - October 18 at 03:00 PM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of William E. Fox Jr..

October 18 at 10:32 AM

“

Sister Fox I am truly saddened to hear of President Foxs passing. He was great man
that lived a great life of service and influenced many lives for good. I could not have
asked for a better man to be my mission president and my only sadness is that I
cannot be there at his funeral to show my gratitude and celebrate his life with his
friends and family. Sending all of our love and a big hug to you our mission mum
especially at this time. Duncan (Elder) Bourne and family.

Duncan Bourne - October 18 at 08:57 AM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of William E. Fox Jr..

October 17 at 09:06 PM

“

Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White was purchased for the family of William
E. Fox Jr..

October 17 at 11:20 AM

“

Bill Fox taught me to trust in the Lord when I was his counselor in a bishopic in White
Oak Ward, Silver Spring, MD. We'd put names of members without callings (or who
might need a change in calling) on the chalkboard. We'd also list open positions (or
positions that required some change). Then we'd discuss each one, perhaps make
assignments to visit homes to assess needs, desires, and circumstances. Afterwords
we'd kneel in prayer as a group to present to the Lord potential decisions and to seek
guidance. We'd then rise and rehearse our impressions--and go back to our knees
when prompted. Under Bishop Fox all callings were indeed inspired. We also began
our bishopric and priesthood executive committee meetings with a hymn--to set a
spiritual tone for our gatherings, through music (we became fairly proficient to the
point that the ward music chairman had us perform in sacrament meeting). So to me,
Bill Fox was an exemplar, a mentor, a spiritual giant, a Latter-day Saint who practiced
what he preached, who exuded love, compassion, and deep spiritual commitment to
church callings, to his wife and family, and to all who knew him. He was a friend, my
friend. I will miss him, but I know his love of the Lord and "neighbors" everywhere
march on, "trailing clouds of glory" throughout eternity in the worlds beyond. -- Jan F.
Dalby

Jan Fredric Dalby - October 17 at 08:13 AM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of William E. Fox
Jr..

October 17 at 12:27 AM

“

Dear Marilyn and family,
My heart was saddened when I learned of your dear sweet husband and father's
passing, yesterday from Beverly Lorz. I remember the day that Bill baptized me in the
old Silver Spring Ward on January 3, 1976. It was a day for a new beginning of my
life as a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. The example
that you and Bill and your family set for me brought me to that memorable day as I
began a new journey that I am still traveling to this day. My prayers and thoughts are
with you all. May our Father in Heaven and His Son Jesus Christ sustain you and
encircle you about with their love at this time. I am looking forward to seeing you all
this Saturday morning, with much love, Margie Maryott.

Margaret "Margie" Maryott - October 16 at 06:43 PM

“

Sister Fox, I like many others, I was saddened this morning when I heard that Pres.
Fox returned home. The thoughts and prayers of my family are with you and yours.
Both of my parents have already returned home and I'd like to believe that they were
there also welcoming Pres home and thanking you both for looking out for me while
serving 12,579 km away from them. I enjoyed being able to visit with you both in DC
in 2005 and to be able to participate in a special moment with your family. Your family
will always be a foundational part of my life and I am grateful that we were able to be
reacquainted in this life for a time. Unfortunately, I will not be able to make it down for
the funeral, but know that there will be many from ABM who will be to support you.

Kurtis Pratt - October 15 at 06:40 PM

“

Dear Sister Fox,
I was saddened to hear that your eternal companion Pres. Fox has departed from us
for a season. My thoughts are with you and your family.
I will forever remember him and hold high esteem for this great man. I can vividly see
his encompassing loving smile. His endearing love as he looked at you. His gentle
and firm tone as he spoke.
The last interview I had before I departed the mission, he spoke of the importance of
who I had become while serving. This has never left me. I pray that I can be only a
part of the great man Pres. Fox was. I love him dearly. Till we meet again. With love,
Elijah Fruean

Elijah Fruean - October 15 at 02:22 PM

“

I love you, Sister Fox! And, I love President Fox so very much as well. I hope and
pray that you are filled with the Spirit of peace and comfort at this time. You and
President Fox have made a lasting impression on me, and I often think fondly of you
both and our time in Australia. I will always remember a lesson that President Fox

taught us. He would say, "Be motivated by your covenants." I have thought of and
pondered that advice more times than I can count over the years, and I will be
eternally grateful for the lessons, advice, and love that you both shared with me. I
love you and hope you and your children and grandchildren can feel of the ABM's
love that we all have for you! Love, Emily Frandsen (Sister Townsend)
Emily Frandsen - October 15 at 11:16 AM

“

Sister Fox, we love you. President Fox was one of the greatest examples I have ever
know. He was central to two of the most significant things in my life: my mission and
being sealed to Brooke. I will never forget him until we meet again.

Troy Flake - October 15 at 01:45 AM

“

Sister Fox, and family, oh how I love you and President Fox. President Fox was full
of Christlike love, and was a mentor to me as a missionary and young adult. I loved
listening to him speak, learning from him, and I trusted his counsel, always. He was
wise and full of love. He changed my life and so many others. He was the purest
example of quiet dignity, and loved by so many. Ofa lahi atu, President Fox.

Meredith Biesinger - October 14 at 05:56 PM

“

Our family owes so much to Bill Fox for the integral role he played in bringing my
father into the church and uniting us as an eternal family. Over the years, many
attempts had been made to convince my dad to convert to the church, but it was Bill
who was inspired to pose the one reason that my father could never refuse. He
asked if my father wanted to be together with my mom forever. My father’s answer
was an emphatic “yes” and his fate was sealed. My father was shortly baptized and
was preparing to enter the temple to be sealed to my mother when he passed away.
We were so disappointed that he did not get the opportunity to kneel across the altar
from my mother, but It was a sweet experience for our family to do the work for him.
We will always be so grateful to Bill. God bless you, Bill and God bless Marilyn and
your family.
Love,
Karen and Terry McCarthy

Karen McCarthy - October 14 at 05:05 PM

“

Dear Marilyn and family,
Having a family member pass away leaves a definite empty place in our home and in
our heart even when we have the Beauitul Plan of Happiness that gives us such
hope and reassurance. Thank you both for all you have done in furthering the work
of building God's Kingdom on earth. May you feel peace and happiness as you move
forward with your life "until we all meet again!" Ramon and Sally Kohler from the DC
Temple

Ramon and Sally Kohler - October 14 at 01:15 PM

“

Bill Fox had such a profound positive influence on my life that I cannot come up with
only one or two examples to share. What I can say is that he has always been and
will forever be a shining example of true devotion to his family, the church, and what
it means to be a true disciple of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Marilyn, my heart
goes out to and your family at this time of separation, but I know he will be there to
greet you and all of his loved ones with open arms when your time comes to join him.
May the peace of Christ and the eternal love of our Heavenly Father rest upon you
now and forever.

Wade R. Kotter - October 14 at 10:44 AM

“

I love President Fox. We had opportunities to serve together in assignments and he
was a witness at our temple sealing.
While I am deeply saddened by his passing, I have no doubt that once he arrived in
the Spirit World, and after he reunited with departed loved ones and friends, he
turned to whomever was running things and said, “When do I start?”
President Fox always told me, “Onward and upward.”
What a very good person. We love you, President Fox.
Sister Fox, you and your family our in our prayers. You and President Fox are such
amazing examples to us. We love you both dearly.

Rob Windley - October 14 at 09:56 AM

“

President and Sister Fox were our mission parents. They looked after us and loved
us as their own. I love you both and thank you so much for being a huge positive
influence in my life.

Kevin Smith - October 14 at 12:50 AM

“

Words cannot express what I owe to President and Sister Fox. President Fox was
the perfect example of quiet dignity and a master teacher. His genuine love will never
be forgotten. Sister Fox there are so many who love you and we mourn with you at
the passing of your dear husband.

Brian Maxwell - October 13 at 09:06 PM

“

“

I too share your thoughts brian. Sad time.
Cameron Smith - October 13 at 10:47 PM

Marilyn and Family. My sincerest condolences to all of you. My father died of Lewy
Body Dementia also. I will always remember Bill's beautiful smile and sweet
personality. He and Marilyn were always so positive and uplifting. He had a
wonderful sense of humor too. My heart breaks for your loss. I will keep you all in my
prayers for comfort and peace at this difficult time.
Love,
Toni Windley and family.

Toni Windley - October 13 at 08:53 PM

“

My first memory of Bill Fox was when he served as my Deacons quorum advisor
when I was a brand new Deacon in 1966 in the Silver Spring Ward. He encouraged
me to excel and to love the Savior. About five years ago I was in DC and dropped by
to see Bill and Marilyn hoping I could remember their home after being away for so
many years. I did and we had such a sweet visit. Bill is a man who gives "saint" a
good name. I look forward to seeing him again on the other side.

Michael Farnes - October 13 at 06:46 PM

“

Dearest Aunt Marilyn and my wonderful cousins, Sending you all love and strength
as we all grieve Uncle Bill’s passing. I will always remember him as a warm and
loving man who always greeted us with a warm smile and warm hug...and how
Grandma Fox used to say how much he resembled Bob Newhart..oh Grandma.. I so
wish I could be there - but just know that I am in my heart and prayers.

Stephen Fox - October 13 at 11:30 AM

“

Bill Fox and his wife Marilyn have blessed so many people over the years. My
favorite memory is from a few years ago when Marilyn Fox was our White Oak Ward
Relief Society President. I was very fortunate to serve as one of her counselors. At
the end of one of our Presidency meetings in their home, Bill Fox comes into the
room with four ice cream sundaes he had made for us. Marilyn said he didn't need to
do that, but he replied he wanted to do something special for her. Bill and Marilyn
were working on having a true celestial marriage, not just one where you felt like you
have been married forever :) Thanks Bill (and Marilyn) we are all better people
because of your love and example. Jill Kemper

Jill Kemper - October 13 at 09:29 AM

“

He truly was a shining example. I first met Bill and Marilyn when introduced to them by a
former roommate. At the time my friend was renting a room from them. She always spoke
so highly of them and I was left with an unforgettable impression of both Bill and Marilyn.
Many years later I met them again at church and was even more impressed with them. In
one of my church callings, I felt especially uncomfortable and incompetent to satisfactorily
fulfill my calling. Bill and Marilyn assured me that our loving Heavenly Father blesses us
with all we need to fulfill our callings. Sometimes, you don't know you are prepared until
you're called. Bill always had such good things to say about others and always willing to
share his advice and knowledge. A lovely, lovely man who blessed the lives of others in
ways he probably never knew. So loved and so missed. Juanell Glotzbach
Juanell Glotzbach - October 13 at 04:47 PM

“

Though I have never meet him I feel from my daughter. Lisa Lyles that some how we
have. Through her I have become to know what a kind and loving man he was. I am
so sorry for your loss. I will continue to keep you all in prayer and close at heart.
Margaret Cunningham

margaret cunningham - October 13 at 08:48 AM

“

AS one of the many men in my life to be an example to me as I was growing up Bill
Fox was right at the top of that list he truly was a great friend and mentor. He will be
missed and Heavenly Father has welcomed home a true disciple. This world was
better for having him here and now Heaven is rejoicing at his return home. My
prayers and love go out to the Fox family in this time of sorrow and joy.
Andy Smittenaar

Andy Smittenaar - October 13 at 08:01 AM

“

Bill Fox has been the mortal exemplar of my life. Many ask ‘What would Jesus do in
my place?’ and I do to. But when it comes to someone who has been a living
example in my day and circumstances, I have always asked myself ‘What would Bill
Fox do in my place?’ He was my stake presidency mentor during the years I served
as a bishop. He always gave the most precious advice in the most kind, humble, and
gentle way. Then I had the exceptional experience of learning from him while we
served as counselors together in the stake presidency. His incredible example of love
and service, and his belief in me have had an immeasurable positive influence on my
life that I will cherish eternally. - Richard Just

Richard Just - October 12 at 11:33 PM

